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that the river continues its course from the N.W., and that it has 
deep water a great many days' journey up. At the spot whence 
we returned down the river, the reach, which we named Beau- 
fort's Reach, comes from the N.E., and appeared to widen con- 
siderably as far as we could see. The following facts may be 
noticed: several men from the Boson country came onboard, 
and I was struck with the fetish worn round the head and arms 
being made of leather, and precisely the same as worn by the 
natives on the banks of the Quorra. One person had a fetish 
encircling his head exactly in the same manner" as Abboka, the 
good king of Adamugo (on the banks of the Quorra) usually 
wore : the houses at Ecricok and Calabar are built in the same 
style ; the inside w r alls are also painted in the same manner, with 
red, blue, and yellow circles. The question naturally suggests 
itself — Is the Crossor Calabar river a branch of the Quorra or 
Shary ? From what has now been stated, and other circum- 
stances, which I regret want of time will not allow me to enter 
into, as the vessel is on the point of sailing, both myself and 
colleague, Mr. Becroft, are of opinion that it is a branch of the 
Quorra, running out of this river between the confluence of the 
Shary and Ibu. We .are also of opinion that a considerable 
trade is carried on between the natives higher up and the Ibu 
country ; and it must be observed that the majority of the slaves 
sold by the Calabar chiefs are natives of Ibu and Nun on the 
banks of the Quorra. 



XVI. — Is the Old Calabar a branch of the River Quorra? — By 
Captain William Allen, Royal Navy. Read June 26, 1837. 

The account of the recent ascent of the river Calabar by Messrs. 
Oldfield and Becroft, in the Quorra steamer, which was read at 
the last meeting of the Geographical Society, has revived a ques- 
tion of some importance in the hydrography of that portion of 
Africa connected with the Bights of Benin and Biafra, in which 
it will readily be believed I take a more than common share of 
interest — and which will, perhaps, be accepted as an excuse for 
the freedom of any remarks I may be obliged to make upon the 
account of this voyage. Mr. Oldfield is too well known as an 
African traveller, being one of the three officers only who have 
survived the expedition up the river Quorra in 1833-4, not to 
entitle his opinions to some consideration ; but as I happen to 
differ from him on this subject, I feel bound to state my reasons 
frankly. My only object is to elicit truth; and the discussion 
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may lead to the clearing up of the point at issue, which will be 
one more step gained towards our acquaintance with that hitherto 
imperfectly known continent. 

A company of British merchants at Liverpool having, in 1832, 
fitted out an expedition for the purpose of trading, and exploring 
the river Quorra, they very liberally acceded to the request of 
Government that a naval officer might accompany it. I was or- 
dered on this service, and was enabled to lay down a chart of the 
river Quorra, for a distance of nearly 500 miles from the sea. 
Shortly after my return, I was desired to furnish a report to Lord 
Auckland, then First Lord of the Admiralty, on this very ques- 
tion — the connexion of the Old Calabar and the Quorra. I may, 
therefore, here briefly give the substance of the report I made on 
that occasion, and then examine the account of the recent voyage 
of the steamer Quorra. 

Although many of my arguments may appear speculative, 
being drawn from analogy, in support of actual observation on 
that branch which brought me to the sea, yet I can confidently 
assert my belief, that during the whole course of the Quorra, 
there is no divergent to the left or eastward which can at all com- 
pete with the new branch ; and while I must admit the difficulty 
of detecting the openings of any branches of the river above Ibu, 
on account of its great breadth and the frequent intervention of 
islands, I presume that this preservation of its breadth as far as 
Ibu, may be taken as satisfactory evidence of the continuity of 
the main stream ; also that the presence of islands is a guarantee 
that whatever openings may be hidden by them, are of affluents 
and not of divergents. There are, indeed, 8 and IS miles, re- 
spectively, above the Bonny branch, (which is narrow, tortuous, 
and shallow, Lander having found it dry in June) two small 
branches, which may possibly return to the parent stream, but 
this I had no opportunity of ascertaining. The lower of these I 
found, in November, to be very shallow, and although the upper 
one has good depth of water across the entrance, there is within 
a large sand-bank, and it is much too narrow to be considered as 
the principal outlet of the mighty Quorra. Admitting, however, 
that they may be much more important than I thought them, there 
are still two reasons why they cannot reach the sea at the estuary 
of the Old Calabar : the first is, that in order to arrive at the 
given point, they must depart from the previous course of the 
grand stream, without any obstructing cause, at an angle of 90° 
nearly, which at the commencement of the Delta would certainly 
be an anomaly in the course of rivers. The second objection is, 
that in order to arrive at their destination, they must be made to 
traverse, or at all events to run parallel with, a range of low hills 
which I saw about ten miles above them, stretching from the east- 
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cm bank of the Quorra towards the S.E. ; and I think it would 
also be a novelty to see a river pursuing its course at the foot of a 
range of elevated land, while it throws off divergents to form a 
Delta between the high land and the sea. 

To the northward of these hills there is almost a continual 
succession of high land to the Kong Mountains ; so that above 
this point the river cannot branch off, since I believe it is never 
known that a river separates its waters before arriving at the verge 
of the alluvial formation. 

Having said thus much to invalidate the claim to importance 
of any other branch of the river, I will mention two circumstances 
which I think are almost conclusive as to the pre-eminence of the 
N tin — my peculiar branch. The first is, that it preserves the 
same general direction as the course of the undivided stream ; the 
second, that it carries its alluvium further into the sea than any 
other branch ; which may easily be seen by the mere inspection 
of the chart, where the Rio Nun forms the vertex of the Delta 
called Cape Formoso. I may also adduce the general depth of 
water in this branch, combined with the dangerous bar at its 
mouth. These facts are common to all large rivers which form a 
Delta, where it will be found that the greater the volume of 
water discharged, the greater is the deposit at its embouchure. 

Let us now see what new light has been thrown on the subject 
by the recent voyage of the Quorra steamer up the Old Calabar 
river. And here we may remark that it is not surprising that 
Mr. Oldfield should have fallen into the mistake of supposing 
the Calabar to be a branch of the Quorra, as he could only com- 
pare his track with Lander's chart ; which, if my observations in 
1834 are correct, places the Quorra at its confluence with the 
Tchadda nearly one degree and a half too far to the eastward. 

As the eye-sketch of the river does not commence until they 
had advanced sixty miles from the sea, there was no starting point 
from which to lay it down on my chart of the course of the 
Quorra, except by working backwards from the latitude and lon- 
gitude of Old Ecricok, which Mr. Oldfield has fortunately given.* 
The information, however, which he has furnished, so far from 
establishing his opinion that the Old Calabar is a branch j of the 
Quorra, may be, I think, adduced in support of my own, namely, 
that they are two distinct rivers. Passing over some minor points, 
the first thing tangible in the statement is, that at the distance of 
sixty miles from the sea, the steamer ' rounded the point of the 

* Yet unfortunately we are not told on what data it depends, whether by dead 
reckoning, or by observations, n..r where these observations were made.— Eo. 

t M cannot be the principal branch, by his own showing, as, • although the estuary 
of tins river is larger than that of the Quorra, it is not so wide nor so deep at the 
same distance from the sea.' Thus admitting the superiority of the Nun. 
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Cross river and entered a fine reach ;' thus establishing the fact, or 
at all events Mr. Oldfield's opinion at the time, that at this point 
there were two rivers, the Cross and another. Now as there is 
said to be a communication between the Quorra and the Old 
Calabar, we may presume that at this point the steamer left the 
creek or branch which crosses the common Delta, and entered a 
distinct river, — the Old Calabar, properly so called at this part, 
while below it is called, indifferently, the Cross or Old Calabar. 
This idea receives further confirmation when a little while after- 
wards we find it said, ' having passed the estuary.' In the eye- 
sketch of the river, however, Old Calabar river is applied not to 
that which was explored, but to a stream which appears to fall in 
at that point ; this Mr. Oldfield may perhaps consider as the 
same river, or it may have been done inadvertently. The general 
course up the river which he ascended is described as N. W. ; 
this direction, i. e. S.E. from Old Ecricok, would bring the river 
down towards the Qua mountain of Captain Owen's chart of this 
coast, and much too far to the eastward for the estuary as there 
laid down, unless by being deflected by the mountain. This 
great sweep, however, which the river would have to make, is not 
mentioned in the account, nor even the existence of the Qua or 
Rumby mountains ; so that their position may be incorrect.* They 
are, perhaps, farther in the interior, as the natives of Old Cala- 
bar are said to pass Old Ecricok in the way to the Qua and Boson 
countries. 

' Having passed the estuary,' the country is described as ra- 
pidly improving, the banks become firm and elevated ; and in 
Oldfield's Reach on the right or west bank of the river, ' which is 
100 feet high, is situated the (first) town of Ecricok. The ascent 
to the town is steep and almost perpendicular.' At the back there 
is a fine and populous country. Proceeding up the river two or 
three more reaches, he arrives at the town of Old Ecricok, ' situ- 
ate on the slope of a hill 250 feet high.' Although he says 
' this is the part where the country becomes high or hilly,' he has 
before noticed elevated land, which, although at a considerable 
distance by the river, he doubtless considered a portion of the 
same hill. 

* The position of the Qua and Rumby mountains cannot be very incorrect, as 
they were fixed during the survey of this coast under Captain W. F. Owen, R.N.,in 
1826. The Qua mountain lies 64 milesN. 17° W. of the Peak of Camaroons ; and, 
as it was visible at a distance of 80 miles, cannot be less than 5000 feet above the 
sea. The highest peak of the Rumby range, situate 44 miles N. 8° E. of the Cama- 
roou Peak, was seen at. mure than 60 miles distant, and the elevation may be there- 
fore assumed at 3000 feet ; while the lofty Cameroon Teak (in Int. 4° 13' N. 9° 10' E. 
long.) rises to upwards of 13,000 feet. Clarence Peak, in Fernando Po, only 46 
miles distant, bearing S. 21° VV., ii>cs to 10,700 feet above the sea. A section here, 
in a N.N.E. line, would show, perhaps, one of the most remarkable valleys in the 
world, as there is a depth of 40 fathoms between Fernando Po and the mainland,— 
See Admiralty Chart, and Owen's Narrative, vol. ii, p. 365. — Ed. 
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Here then we have arrived at a spot which must determine 
whether the Old Calabar be a river per se, or a branch of the 
Quorra, since at this point we find it, before reaching the alluvial 
formation, ready to deposit the dfebris of the higher countries on 
the margin of the sea, forming like all great rivers a Delta at its 
mouth ; and, consequently, discharging its waters by numerous 
channels, into which the main stream becomes divided. It is true 
Mr. Oldfield does not mention any such divergents, yet the con- 
tinuity of overflowed land warrants my saying that the alluvium 
commences at Ecricok, thirty miles more in the interior than that 
of the Quorra — a very remarkable circumstance. Now as I be- 
lieve, in no river, does a division of the waters take place before 
the commencement of the alluvium, at this part the two rivers by 
the hypothesis should coincide, and Mr. Oldfield would have 
found himself just below the last range of hills, between Okoh 
and Brockedon Islands ; which, as he has passed that part four 
times, he could not have failed to recognize. He has, however, 
set the matter completely at rest by giving the latitude and longi- 
tude of Old Ecricok, 6° 40' N., and 8° 10' E. ; which establishes 
this part of Old Calabar at a distance of nearly eighty miles from 
the nearest point of the Quorra, and having an elevated tract of 
country between. By Lander's chart it would be about half that 
distance, and he might have concluded (the intervention of high 
land being overlooked) that the two rivers have their separation 
somewhere above Kiri. 

The accounts of the natives, that the course up the river is 
N.W. for several days, is too vague to be entitled to any consider- 
ation. Mr. O., indeed, says (but this is at variance with his 
chart, and one must be a mistake,) that above Old Ecricok, Beau- 
fort's Reach stretches away to N.E. as far as the eye can see. 
The astronomical position, however, that is given makes the mean 
course to be N.N.E. by compass. 

The coincidences which are mentioned of the huts, fetishes, 
trade with the Ibu people in slaves from Nufi, &c, are entitled 
to little weight, since they only prove that a considerable inter- 
course is carried on between the natives of Ibu and those of Old 
Calabar, which may easily be by the Cross and other creeks inter- 
secting the great Delta, on which both these towns are situated. 
The unfortunate Mr. Coulthurst is said to have penetrated by 
the Old Calabar to Ibu ; but this only proves the great extent of 
that country; and a further proof is, that our pilot, Al Hajji, 
could not understand one word of the language spoken by the 
men at Fernando Po (said to be from Ibu), although he spoke 
the Ibu language of the Quorra with great fluency. 

These considerations confirm me in the belief that although 
there is doubtless a communication between the two rivers by the 
Cross, which traverses their common Delta, like the creeks con- 
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necting the various branches of the Quorra, the Old Calabar is 
an independent river, having its source far away to the N.E., and 
which, having drained the S.E. side of the elevated range of the 
Kong Mountains, which I have named after his late Majesty, 
empties itself in the neighbourhood of the Quorra, forming with 
it a common Delta. Nor is this proximity of the embouchures 
singular with respect to large rivers, since we find it to be the case 
with the Ganges and Burrampooter : and at the very spot in ques- 
tion, besides the Old Calabar and the numerous mouths of the 
Quorra, the Rio del Key and Camaroons, large and distinct 
rivers, both fall into the Bight of Biafra. 



XVII.— On the Island of Old Providence, by Mr. C. F. Collett, 
R.N. Communicated by Captain Beaufort, Royal Navy, 
F.R.S., Corr. Inst. France. Read 22nd May, 1837. 

During the progress of the survey of the Eastern Coast of Cen- 
tral America, and of the Islands and Cays adjacent, under the 
direction of Captain Richard Owen, in his Majesty's ship Thun- 
der, in 1835, we visited the Island of Old Providence. 

This small island, of which no late authentic description h;fe 
appeared, claims attention from the notoriety of its having been 
the resort of both former buccaneers and more modern privateers, 
as well as from the fertility of its soil, which requires little cul- 
tivation to produce a sufficiency for the inhabitants. Situated 
about 12,5 miles from the nearest part of the Mosquito Coast, 
and 38 miles only from the edge of the Mosquito Bank, it can 
be seen at a distance of from eleven to twelve leagues, and is 
easily distinguished from the neighbouring island of St. Andrews 
by the curious outline of its abrupt and peaked mountains. St. 
Andrews (from which it may be seen in clear weather) bears 
from it S. by W. i W. 47 miles. 

The positions of the island and cays, as determined by the 
recent survey, are as follows : — 

Lat. North. Long. West of Greenwich. 

Low Cay at the N.W. extremity of the) j„ 3 j> 3 qh gjo 2jy 30' 

Coral reef ... J 

Basalt Cay 45 feet high . 13° 24' 0" 81° 22' 10" 

North end of Catalina . 13° 23' 40" 81° 22' 10" 

Isabel . . . 13° 22' 54" 81° 82' 0" 

Highest peak, near the centre . 13° 21' 0" 81° 21' 50" 

South point . . 13° 19' 15" 18° 23' 10" 

Var. compass 6° 45' easterly, May 1835. 



